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PROCEEDINGS 
Business Meeting, December 28, 1920 

The Committee on Preservation of Natural Conditions, by its Chairman, 
V. E. Shelford, presented an oral report of progress and exhibited records 
indicating the large amount of work accomplished. 

The following resolution was introduced by the Committee and passed 
by the Society : 

Whereas, The Ecological Society of America's committee on the preser- 
vation of natural conditions, while unable to deal with problems concerning 
wild life not in reserves, continually encounters the fact that individual 
species are menaced with extinction by agricultural encroachments. Two 
of these menaces are: 

1. Clean-culture (roadside mowing and burning) as distinguished from 
roadside and streamside shrubbery, and bird and original life preservation. 

Birds are decreasing for lack of nesting sites, on account of destruction 
of breeding conditions. Entomologists and some agriculturists maintain 
that this condition is necessary to agriculture. Bird men insist that birds are 
also essential. It is known that a few states encourage roadside shrubbery 
while several require roadside mowing. The practise in the various parts of 
the United States and Canada should be determined. The areas in which 
specially destructive and drastic measures, such as burning for insect pests, 
are necessary should be clearly defined and limited and the public informed 
as to the dangers of such burning. 

2. Upland marshes are important as sponges storing water and letting it 
out slowly during dry seasons, thus controlling floods. Such marshes are 
gradually being drained and the flood menace is increasing every year. 

The only way to save these natural resources and, at the same time, the 
swamp faunas, especially the birds, is to utilize the swamps for agriculture. 
To this end several water-culture experiment stations should be established. 
For the present there should be one, perhaps at Cornell University, to deal 
with the upland marsh problems. There should be another in connection 
with the Okefinokee swamp and one in connection with the coastal swamps 
of New Jersey. In addition to frogs, fish, and birds, a number of plants are 
good for food, etc. ; e.g., cattail flour and cattail paper have recently been 
tried with success. Swamp potatoes, the corms of arrowhead, and seeds, 
roots, and stalks of our native lotus served as food for the American abo- 
rigines and pioneers. Hedrick (Science, 40: 611) — Claussen (Sci., No. 9: 
179), and Needham and Lloyd (Life of Inland Waters) have discussed 
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these questions and suggested or advocated the improvement and culture of 
aquatic plants. 

Be it Resolved, that the Society approves referring this matter to all 
organizations in any way interested, with the suggestion that they should 
combine efforts for the investigation of these questions. 

Prof. H. B. Ward introduced the following resolution, which was passed : 

Whereas, the United States Congress for nearly half a century has 
loyally and devotedly protected the National Parks and Monuments from 
encroachment by private interests, and 

Whereas, a provision in the recently enacted water power bill would 
remove the National Parks and Monuments from the control of Congress, 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Ecological Society of America ap- 
proves the measure now pending to remove these from the control of the 
Federal Commission and return them to the control of Congress, and 

Be it further resolved, that this Society urges upon members of Congress 
the rejection of all measures and especially the Falls River Basin bill (H. R. 
12,466) and the Yellowstone Lake Dam measure (S. 4,529), and any and all 
other bills of similar purpose, providing for any encroachment whatever 
upon the National Parks and Monuments or limiting anywhere their com- 
plete and unmodified preservation for the use of whole people in this and 
future generations. 

Be it further resolved, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Speaker 
of the House and the President of the Senate, and also to the members of 
the appropriate committees, urging them to protect the National Parks and 
Monuments against all encroachments by private interests. 

Report of Publication Committee 

The Committee on Publication, by its Chairman, Barington Moore, pre- 
sented the following report, which was accepted upon the motion by Dr. 
Fuller, with a resolution approving and commending the work of the Com- 
mittee : 

In conference with the Plant World committee, it was agreed that the 
Ecological Society assumes no liabilities incurred by the Plant World Asso- 
ciation, but will indicate in some suitable manner that the new journal is a 
continuation of the Plant World, and will carry for two years a half-page 
advertisement explaining the connection between the two journals and offer- 
ing for sale back numbers and other printed matter of the Plant World 
Association. If for any reason the Ecological Society should, within five 
years, discontinue the journal, all rights, extra files, subscription list and 
good will, and everything pertaining to the journal shall revert to the Plant 
World Association. 
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The committee considered the various methods open to it for carrying 
on a journal, and decided to request the cooperation of the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden as offering a maximum of independence combined with the advan- 
tages of previous experience in business management, and minimum costs. 
A three year agreement was entered into with the above mentioned institu- 
tion, essentially similar to that under which the American Journal of Botany 
is being published. Editorial matters and ownership of the journal remain 
in the hands of the Society, and the business management is taken care of 
by the institution. The arrangement has been economical and satisfactory 
in every way. 

The New Era Printing Company, which was the lowest bidder by a con- 
siderable amount, was selected as the printer. The illustrations are made by 
the National Photo Engraving Company, which has been efficient, unusually 
obliging, and moderate in its charges. 

The first volume has been issued and contains 313 pages. Owing to de- 
lays incident upon organization and to troubles in the printing industry, the 
first number did not appear until July 7th, approximately six months late. 
We have, however, within a single year practically caught up with our 
schedule, so that the fourth number, that for October, was less than one 
month late. 

The articles published cover practically all phases of ecology, and reflect 
fairly well the activities of the Society. For some phases it has been neces- 
sary to seek papers, while other phases have taken care of themselves. Ar- 
ticles have been considered solely on their merits, and distributed so far as 
possible with a view to making each number of interest to all members. 

The committee has considered it part of its duty to present to the Society 
for its consideration a plan of organization for continuing the journal. It 
is recommended that the Editor be elected by the Society upon nominations 
made by the committee which makes nominations for officers, and that the 
associate editors be appointed by the Executive Committee of the Society. 
The term of the Editor-in-Chief could be fixed at three years and that of 
the associate editors at two years. 

The purpose for which our committee was created having been accom- 
plished, we beg leave to retire and turn the journal over to the Society. 

The report of the Committee on Classification was presented by the 
Chairman, Professor W. G. Waterman, in the form of an outline. Dis- 
cussion of this report was postponed until the Business Meeting of De- 
cember 30. 

A brief oral report of progress was presented by the Committee on Soil 
Temperature. 

A report on the National Research Council was presented by Barrington 
Moore. 
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Business Meeting, December 30, 1920 

Report of the Secretary-Treasurer 

Meetings. — The last annual meeting of the Society was held at St. Louis 
during Convocation Week, 1919-20. In addition, a summer meeting was 
held June 17, 18 and 19 at the University of Washington, Seattle, under 
the auspices of the Pacific Division of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. At the former meeting, in addition to the separate 
sessions of the Society, joint sessions were held with the American Society 
of Zoologists and with the Botanical Society of America. At the latter 
meeting, sessions were held jointly with the Western Society of Naturalists 
and the Pacific Fisheries Society. 

Field Trips. — No field trips have been held under the auspices of the 
Society during the past year. An attempt was made to arrange for a co- 
operative investigation of the problems connected with the " Parks " in the 
yellow pine forests at Flagstaff, Arizona, but various circumstances made it 
impossible for those concerned to find a satisfactory date. 

Committees. — The Committees of the Society are as follows: 
Committee on Cooperation. Barrington Moore, Chairman. 
Committee on Publication (for 1920 only). Barrington Moore, Chairman. 
Committee to Organize and Classify the Content of Ecology. W. G. Water- 
man, Chairman. 
Committee on the Preservation of Natural Conditions for Ecological Study. 

V. E. Shelford, Chairman. 
Committee on Soil Temperature. Forrest Shreve, Chairman. 
Membership. — 

Comparative Data 
January 1, 1920 December 1, 1920 

Paid in Advance o Paid in Advance for 1921 224 

Paid for 1919 260 Paid for 1920 but not for for 1921 . . 173 



In arrears : Total Paid up to date 397 

1 year 47 In Arrears (total) 61 1 



Total membership 458 s 



2 years 28 

3 years 35 

no no 
Total Membership 370 

1 The above figures do not include applications not yet acted upon or newly elected 
members whose first payment has not yet been received. 

2 These figures do not include those whose mail is returned unclaimed. 

Membership losses : 

Resigned 26 

Deceased 2 

Transferred to subscriptions 6 

34 

Increase in total members 88 

Increase in paid-up members 137 
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Financial Statement. — 

Receipts 

Balance from 1919 (Jan. 26, 1920) $ 51.77 

Plant World Subscriptions Prepaid 335- n 

Miscellaneous (Secretary Refund) 400 

Dues from Members, 1920 and before 1,158.67 

Total Receipts "~ $1,549-55 

Disbursements 

Ecology $1 ,089.20 

Committee on Preservation 59-JO 

Committee on Soil Temperature 2.50 

Checks returned through bank 6.00 

Exchange (Canada and Porto Rico) 2.39 

Refunds (Plant World) 4-83 

Affiliation Fee, Pacific Div. A. A. A. S 5.00 

Office Supplies 2.25 

Stenography, etc 68-35 

Printing and Stationery 77-35 

Stamps 50.20 

Total Disbursements $1,377-17 

Balance on hand, December 1, 1920 $ 195.88 

This does not include the expenses of sending out bills for 1921, nor the expenses 
directly connected with this meeting, which will amount to, perhaps, $95.00. None of 
the receipts for dues for the year 1921 are included. There have also been some 
receipts of back dues since December 1, which are not included. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. O. Weese, 
Secretary-Treasurer 

The fiscal year of the Society was determined as extending from De- 
cember first to November thirtieth. 

A motion to authorize the reimbursement of the Secretary for railway 
fare expended in connection with the Annual Meeting was presented and 
passed. 

The report of the Committee on Classification was again taken up and, 
after discussion, the Committee was ordered continued. 

The following resolution was presented by V. E. Shelford, Chairman of 
the Committee on Preservation of Natural Conditions, and duly passed: 

Resolved: (i) That the Committee on the Preservation of Natural Con- 
ditions be authorized to deal directly with the National Research Council 
and that the Secretary be directed to notify the Chairman of the Section of 
Biology and Agriculture to that effect. 

(2) That R. B. Miller, of the University of Illinois, be appointed to act 
as joint Publicity Chairman, V. E. Shelford serving as General and Publi- 
cation Chairman. 
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(3) That the Committee be allowed sixty dollars ($60.00) for the ex- 
penses connected with its work for the year 1921. 

(4) That R. B. Miller, T. C. Stephens and H. C. Cowles be authorized 
to represent the Committee on Preservation of the Ecological Society of 
America, and that Professor L. H. Pammel be authorized to represent the 
Society at large, at the meeting of the National Parks Association at Des 
Moines, Iowa, January 10 to 12, 1921. 

(5) That the representative of the Ecological Society of America on 
the National Research Council serve as Chairman of the Committee on Co- 
operation which shall be composed of the chairmen of all committees of the 
society appointed to serve one year or more, including the editor of Ecology. 

The following nominations were reported by the Nominating Committee : 

President — Stephen A. Forbes, University of Illinois. 

Editor of "Ecology" — Barrington Moore, New York. 

Vice-President — Edgar N. Transeau, Ohio State University. 

Secretary-Treasurer — A. O. Weese, University of New Mexico. 

There being no further nominations, these nominees were unanimously 
elected. 

It was recommended that a Committee on Membership be appointed by 
the incoming President to consider the matter of life membership, foreign 
membership, etc., and to report at the next meeting. 

The following resolution, proposed by Dr. F. C. Gates, was adopted : 

Whereas, the University of Chicago has so graciously and fully ex- 
tended to us its facilities, December 28-31, 1920, for the meeting of the 
Ecological Society of America, and, 

Whereas, Prof. Cowles and Dr. Fuller have been untiring in their ef- 
forts to make the Ecological Society perfectly at home during its stay in 
Chicago ; thus making our meeting most happy and profitable, 

Be it Resolved, that the Ecological Society of America extend its most 
appreciative and hearty thanks to the University of Chicago and to Prof. 
Cowles and Dr. Fuller for their efforts in our behalf. 

A resolution to the effect that it is to the interest of the Society that the 
practice of holding Field Meetings of the Society should be revived, was 
adopted. 



